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UNDERSTANDING THE TRADITION OF ANONYMITY

WITHIN SEX ADDICTS ANONYMOUS (SAA):

COOPERATING WITH THE MEDIA TO SERVE THE SUFFERING ADDICT

This year Sex Addicts Anonymous ® (SAA) celebrated the 30th anniversary of its founding in 1977.   Out of these years of growth and maturity comes a greater need to share the gift of recovery to greater numbers of sex addicts who are still suffering. 

First, we would like to acknowledge the members of the public media who have already helped us carry our message to sex addicts in search of sobriety.  One of the important lessons of recovery is that we can accomplish so much more in cooperation with others than we can individually.  Without cooperating with the public media, our fellowship might not have been able to reach many of the members who enjoy sobriety today.  We hope to foster cooperation with you in the future to serve many more.
Second, the cornerstone of all Twelve Step addiction recovery, of course, is anonymity.  Without the safety of anonymity, few would seek our help.  Anonymity also reminds us that who we are as personalities is almost irrelevant in comparison to the principles we hope to communicate, and that none of us can presume to speak as an authority or expert.   
We ask respectfully that if a member is identified in the media, that only a first name be used (e.g. John D. or Mary A.), and that no photographs or electronic images in which a member’s face can be recognized.   In this way, SAA members can provide recovery information to public audiences that neither damages themselves nor the fellowship.  
Again, we thank you for giving us the opportunity to cooperate with you.  Information about the SAA fellowship can be found on our website at www.saa-recovery.org, or by contacting the international office by email at info@saa-recovery.org or toll free at 800-477-8191.  Our Traditions prevent us from commenting on matters of public controversy, but we are grateful to provide basic information about SAA to anyone who requests it.
Sincerely,

ISO Board General Outreach Committee

International Service Organization of SAA, Inc.


